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The monophyly of Thripidae subfamily Sericothripinae was

recently confirmed by Lima & Mound (2016), and the current

concept of three valid genera within the subfamily follows Wang

(2007) and Mound & Tree (2009). The genus Sericothrips
currently comprises eight species that occur mainly in the

northern hemisphere, but only two species are known from

Europe (zur Strassen, 2003). These two species are similar to

each other in colour and structure, but are readily distinguished

by the position of the median metanotal setae, the distribution pattern of microtrichia on the metanotum, and the

number of mid-dorsal setae on tergite IX of females. Species of Sericothrips have the abdominal tergites fully covered

with rows of microtrichia, in contrast to species of Hydatothrips and Neohydatothrips.

Biological data

Apparently feeding and breeding on leaves rather than in flowers, this species is associated in Europe with the

Fabaceae species Lotus corniculatus and Trifolium repens.

Distribution data

Collected infrequently in Britain, but across a wide area from South East England to several parts of northern Scotland

(Mound et al., 1976, as S. abnormis). It is widespread in Europe and on to western Siberia and Georgia. This species has

a complex nomenclatural history (Collins, 2010a); the current species concept follows zur Strassen (1980).

Family name

THRIPIDAE - SERICOTHRIPINAE

Species name

Sericothrips bicornis (Karny)

Original name and synonyms

Rhytidothrips bicornis Karny, 1910: 50
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