
Anentome 'helena' (adult size about 20-35 mm).

Anentome 'helena' (von dem Busch,
1847)

Diagnostic features
The shell is conical with a distinct anterior notch and posterior indentation in the aperture. The sculpture consists
of strong widely-spaced regular axial ribs.  Colour dark brown, with yellowish bands. Animal with narrow
tentacles, with eyes situated on the outer side of each tentacle at a short distance from the base. Operculum
with terminal nucleus. Possesses a retractile proboscis and a long anterior siphon that extends well beyond the
shell.

Classification
Anentome helena (von dem Busch, 1847)

Common name: Assassin snail

Class Gastropoda

Infraclass Caenogastropoda

Order Neogastropoda

Superfamily Buccinoidea

Family Nassariidae

Subfamily Anentominae

Genus Anentome Cossmann, 1901 (Type species: Melania helena von dem Busch (in Philippi), 1847)
(Synonym of genus:  Canidia H. Adams, 1862, preoccupied)  

Original name: Melania helena von dem Busch (in Philippi), 1847. Philippi, R. A. 1847. Abbildungen und
Beschreibungen neuer oder wenig gekannter Conchylien. Cassel. (Th. Fischer), 1-231.

Type locality: Java.
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State of taxonomy
This species has been recently transferred from the Buccinidae to the Nassariidae (Galindo et al. 2016), and
Strong et al. (2017), the latter making a separate subfamily (Anentominae) for this taxon.

Strong et al. (2017) suggested that the common taxon found in aquaria is unlikely to be this taxon (originally
described from Java) but did not provide an alternative name.

Biology and ecology
Found in the lower reaches of freshwater areas of rivers on sand and mud. Predator and scavenger, feeding on
worms, gastropods and carrion. Animal with separate sexes. The female lays several clear egg capsules which
are roughly square in shape. Each egg capsule contains a single egg. The egg capsules are generally laid on
solid surfaces and commonly at the base of plants.

Distribution
Native to Southeast Asia, but introduced into aquaria into many parts of the world.

Notes
This is the only known freshwater nassariid. It could become a pest by preying on native molluscs if introduced
into natural environments in Australia. There are no native carnivorous freshwater gastropods present in
Australia, and such an introduction would therefore be of major concern.

The name Clea is sometimes used for this genus, but is now regarded as a separate genus. These taxa
represent a radiation of freshwater nassariids found in SE Asia and India, and comprise the genera Anentome,
Clea and Nassodonta (Strong et al. 2017).

An unrelated species that superficially resembles Anentome is Melanopsis praemorsa (Linnaeus, 1758) from
Europe. It is a member of the Melanopsidae and is included in the Cerithioidea along with the Thiaridae. It is,
however, somewhat similar to Anentome in outline, sometimes has axial ribs and has an anterior canal in the
aperture. This species has been intercepted by Australian Biosecurity.
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