
Ripalania queenslandica (adult size up to 33.5 mm)

Distribution of Ripalania queenslandica.

Ripalania queenslandica (E. A. Smith,
1882)

Diagnostic features
Shell thick with a smooth surface and brown-orange to olive-green in colour. Elongate conical in shape however
the upper whorls are often corroded so that the shell is usually decollate. The suture is not impressed and flush
with the whorls, The aperture is elongate oval to tear drop shaped with the basal part slightly flaring. There is no
umbilicus. The operculum is oval and paucispiral. A brood pouch is located in the neck region of the head foot
in females.

Classification
Ripalania queenslandica (E. A. Smith, 1882)

Common name: Queensland marsh snail

Class Gastropoda

Infraclass Caenogastropoda

Megaorder Cerithiimorpha

Order Cerithiida
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Superfamily Cerithioidea

Family Thiaridae

Genus Ripalania Iredale, 1943 (Type species: Melania queenslandica E. A. Smith, 1882)

Original name: Melania queenslandica E. A. Smith, 1882. In Smith, E. A. (1883). On the freshwater shells of
Australia. Journal of the Linnean Society 16:255 -317.

Type locality: Saltwater Creek, Cardwell, Queensland, near the coast; and Paroo River, Queensland.

Biology and ecology
Biology unstudied, but presumably a detritus feeder. Reproductive biology unstudied but related species brood
larvae in a modified pallial oviduct.

Ripalania lives in creeks and streams with sandy or soft substrate bottoms, or among small stones and boulders,
where it burrows in sediment and gravel. It prefers cool running freshwater streams in tropical rainforest areas
and feeds on algae and detritus. Females are parthenogenic and reproduce ovoviviparously, i.e. releasing
juveniles from the brood pouch as free swimming veligers.

Distribution
Tropical north-eastern Queensland.

Notes
The smooth, straight-sided spire which is almost always decollate, is characteristic of this species.
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