
Velesunio moretonicus (adult size 65-105 mm)

Distribution of Velesunio moretonicus.

Velesunio moretonicus (Sowerby,
1865)

Diagnostic features
The shell is slightly swollen as adults, compressed as juveniles, and the anterior and posterior ends are rounded
while the ventral margin is straight over the mid-section. The shell length is up to 120 mm and the height/length
ratio is about 62%. The anterior adductor scar usually deeply impressed, and the hinge has
grooved pseudocardinal teeth.

Classification
Velesunio moretonicus (Sowerby, 1865)

Common name: Shuttleworth's mussel

Class Bivalvia

Infraclass Heteroconchia

Cohort Palaeoheterodonta

Order Unionida
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Superfamily Unionoidea

Family Hyriidae

Subfamily Velesunioninae

Genus Velesunio Iredale, 1934

Original name: Unio moretonicus Sowerby, 1865. In Sowerby, G.B. (1867). Monograph of the genus Unio.
Conchologia Iconica 16: plts 55-60.

Type locality: Tamar River system, Tasmania.

Synonym: Unio legrandi Petterd, 1889. 

State of taxonomy
The last major taxonomic revision of Australian freshwater mussels was by McMichael & Hiscock (1958). Based
on the available molecular results, Walker et al. (2014) pointed out that a re-assessment of Australian hyriids is
needed.

Biology and ecology
Shallow burrower in silty sand/mud in streams, billabongs, and slow-flowing rivers. Suspension feeder. Larvae
(glochidia) are brooded in the marsupia in the gills of females and, when released, become parasitic on the fins
or gills of fish where they undergo metamorphosis before dropping to the sediment as free-living
juvenile mussels.

Distribution
Tamar river system of northern Tasmania.

Notes
Referred to as V. legrandi by McMichael & Hiscock (1958) but name changed by Hiscock (1960) to V.
moretonicus.

This species shows evidence of decline in its distribution (Jones & Byrne 2014) and is listed as Near
Threatened (NT) on the IUCN Red List (Klungzinger et al. 2014).
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