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NeosmerinthothripsNeosmerinthothrips
Generic diagnosisGeneric diagnosis

Medium sized macropterous or micropterous Idolothripinae.

Head longer than wide or slightly wider than long; postocular

setae well developed; postocellar setae short; eyes not

prolonged ventrally; maxillary stylets V-shaped within head.

Antennae 8-segmented; III with 2 sense cones, IV with 4 sense

cones, VIII short but not sharply constricted basally. Pronotal

notopleural sutures complete. Prosternal basantra present;

metathoracic sternopleural sutures present. Metanotal median

setae weak. Fore tarsal tooth present in male, present or absent

in female. Fore wings with duplicated cilia. Pelta broadly hat-

shaped; tergites II–VII each with one pair of wing-retaining setae;

tergite IX setae usually elongate; tube rather robust with slightly

convex sides, sometimes with setal bearing small tubercles.

Nomenclatural dataNomenclatural data

Neosmerinthothrips Schmutz, 1913: 1051. Type species

Neosmerinthothrips fructuum Schmutz, by monotypy.

There are 23 species worldwide in this genus (ThripsWiki, 2021),

with two known only from Australia.

Australian speciesAustralian species

Neosmerinthothrips barrowi Mound & Tree, 2021: 172

Neosmerinthothrips turrbali Mound & Tree, 2021: 173

Relationship dataRelationship data

This genus remains weakly diagnosed within the Idolothripinae, Pygothripini, Diceratothripina. It shares many character

states with Nesothrips but the tube is more robust.

Distribution dataDistribution data

Members of this genus have been described from countries throughout the tropics, and the two described from

Australia were both taken in the north of this continent.

Biological dataBiological data

From the gut contents it is clear that members of this genus imbibe whole fungal spores.
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